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World Music’s Newest Phenomenon South Africa’s Soweto Gospel Choir Returns with Spell-binding Sophomore Recording Blessed (Shanachie Entertainment) 

& A 44-City North American Tour Beginning January 2006

The Choir Also Continues Its Aids Crusade With Their Charity Nkosi’s Haven/Vukani
Here’s What the Critics Are Saying:

“(The choir) has a cornucopia of remarkable voices: sharp, sweet, kindly, raspy and incantatory leads above a magnificently velvety blend…the music is both meticulous and unstoppable…”  

-The New York Times

"Awe-inspiring vocals...magnetic energy, joyful spirit and glorious harmonies."  -Ebony Magazine


"These are voices deeply felt as well as heard…this is soulful profoundly moving music.”    

- The Boston Globe  

“The South African Choir successfully coordinates intricate harmonies with hand claps, tambourines, djembe drums, and soulful singing, which beckon all to reclaim their spirit.”  

-Vibe Magazine
Every now and then an artist or group comes along that has the rare ability to transcend cultural boundaries and connect with diverse audiences through the power of their music. The South African musical phenomenon Soweto Gospel Choir has proven to be a musical force capable of such wonders. In a contemporary landscape over-crowded with contrived pop confections and over-marketed synthetic music, the heartfelt, exuberant voices of Soweto Gospel Choir are filling an important void for audiences around the world. They are spreading a message of love, joy and hope to audiences regardless of their color, language or faith.  Formed to celebrate the unique, inspirational and powerful tradition of African gospel music, the riveting 26-member choir has won support from Nelson Mandela as well as Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, the choir’s patron. Soweto Gospel Choir won over audiences with the January 2005 release of their American debut Voices From Heaven (Shanachie Entertainment), which hit #1 on the Billboard World Music charts and landed in the top five of CMJ’s World Music charts.  They further enchanted music fans with a 35-city tour that was sold out in many markets including Carnegie Hall where they made their debut in front of an enthusiastic New York crowd that was sold out six months in advance!  The much sought after choir, which earned a 2004 American Gospel Music Award for “Best Choir” and 2004 Gospel Music Award for “Best International Choir,” is poised for a bright future. In November 2005, Soweto Gospel Choir will perform in South Africa alongside Diana Ross and Christina Aguilera as part of “Unite Of The Stars,” a concert that will benefit Nelson Mandela’s Children’s Fund and the Unite Against Hunger charities. 

On January 24, 2006, Shanachie Entertainment will release Soweto Gospel Choir’s highly anticipated sophomore CD, Blessed, a sterling collection of inspirational and traditional South African hymns and spirituals including a few refreshing renditions of well-known American gems like “Oh Happy Day.”  The choir will also embark on an impressive 44-city North American tour appearing at major performing arts venues as well as offering special children’s workshops in select cities.

Although fellow South African performers Ladysmith Black Mambazo and Black Umfolosi have introduced many to South African song, the experience of hearing and seeing Soweto Gospel Choir live is like none other. Their emotionally rich vocal performances, athletic dance numbers and spectacularly colored traditional garb engage all the senses. The choir’s performance in Atlanta last year prompted The Atlanta Journal Constitution to say, “Hearing the full choir harmonize sounded less like a couple of dozen people singing together and more like a pipe organ roaring to life.” The choir’s European tour stirred similar sentiments as the Sunday Herald in Scotland proclaimed “You don’t have to be a believer to be inspired.” 

Executive Producer/Show Director of Soweto Gospel Choir, Beverly Bryer shares, “The choir’s tour of the US in 2005 was one of its most memorable and exciting.  Although they’ve received incredible responses to their shows wherever they’ve toured, American audience reactions topped anything we ever expected.  Almost a year later, we are still talking with great pride about this tour and the pure enjoyment with which American audiences embraced us and our Voices From Heaven CD, which reached #1 on Billboard’s World Music chart, an enormous achievement for a newly-formed choir from far away Africa. We loved the way the audiences were uninhibited with their response, not afraid to get up and dance, sing along and clap, similar to South African audiences, something the choir really reacts to. The choir is now looking forward to their return visit, bringing their new show ‘Blessed’ to the United States.”

Soweto Gospel Choir’s new CD, Blessed, delivers an inviting, warm and exotic mix of moving traditional South African hymns and traditional Zulu, Xhosa and Sotho gospel songs with honey toned harmonies, rich interwoven vocal textures and driving rhythmic patterns. The eighteen tracks on Blessed are sung in six of South Africa’s eleven official languages including Zulu Xhosa, Sotho, Venda and English. In an inspiring set of songs, the choir interprets inspirational material from around the world, such as "Biko,” their heartfelt version of Peter Gabriel's tribute to anti-apartheid hero Stephen Biko, a beguiling rendition of Bahamian guitarist Joseph Spence's "I Bid You Goodnight," a rollicking, almost doo-wop version of the traditional hymn "Swing Down" and of course a South African take on Edwin Hawkins’ pop gospel smash "Oh Happy Day." There's also a subtle and delicate performance of Soloman Linda's classic "Mbube" (known world-wide as "The Lion Sleeps Tonight").  Each song illustrates Soweto Gospel Choir’s unparalleled ability to create sheer aural beauty with their voices, both in powerful solo segments and lush choral harmonies. Throughout Blessed the choir’s performances are wrought with emotion and easily convey universal themes of the human spirit. The choir recently performed music from this CD in New Zealand and Australia, and the response from both audiences and reviewers was phenomenal, with standing ovations and high praise.

No amount of glittering international recognition and praise has diverted Soweto Gospel Choir from the mission it holds close at heart. In 2003, the choir founded its own aids orphans foundation, Nkosi’s Haven/Vukani (the word ‘Vukani’ means ‘do something!’). The choir’s charity in conjunction with Nkosi’s Haven (a Soweto-based AIDS-care project established by Gail Johnson, whose late son Nkosi, at age 11, gave a moving address to a United Nations international AIDS conference that was televised world-wide) raises funds for AIDS orphan establishments that receive no government or private funding.  The choir has been able to raise a significant amount of money that has been used to donate food parcels and other essential goods to numerous needy organizations.  Musical Director of Soweto Gospel Choir, David Mulovhedzi, shares “As South Africans we’re in a position where we’re working hard to help the helpless, especially children.  When we perform around the world, we receive donations and when we return home, we use them to buy whatever those kids might need.  We feed them and give them blankets.  It’s not a matter of simply dishing out money; the money’s used to buy things they need.”

Soweto Gospel Choir (comprised of young musicians mostly in their 20’s) was created in 2002 by Australian Producers Andrew Kay, David Vigo and Clifford Hocking. Under the direction of South African Executive Producer/Show Director, Beverly Bryer and in association with notable Musical Director, David Mulovhedzi the choir quickly achieved critical acclaim. 

Bryer & Mulovedzi held auditions in Soweto to form an all-star “super-choir” and were able to create a powerful aggregation made up of the best singers from Mulovhedzi’s own Holy Jerusalem Choir, as well as various Soweto churches and from the general public.  Africa in general (and South Africa in particular) has a long and diverse history with gospel music. When Africans came into contact with European missionaries and churches, they quickly absorbed their religious music and blended it with local traditional music to come up with unique styles and repertoires of spiritual songs. South Africa has long been noted for powerful singers and a cappella vocal traditions of great beauty. 

David Mulovhedzi shares, “Soweto Gospel Choir enjoys singing and preaching gospel through its music. When our producers announced that we were to tour the US a second time, the choir was very excited because we know that gospel music is popular in America and we feel that we will also contribute a lot with our own South African traditional gospel. In our first US tour we were really moved when audiences got up and danced to our music. It was inspiring to see audience members with tears in their eyes as a result of our soulful and highly spiritual music.”

Don’t miss the unique opportunity to experience Soweto Gospel Choir as it makes its triumphant return to North America.  The choir’s tour has been assembled by the internationally renowned agency, IMG Artists. Vice President, IMG Artists, Nancy Gabriel says “We are thrilled to bring the choir back for their second U.S. tour, and this time the choir will be visiting 44-cities across the country.  By popular demand, we are already booking their third tour in 2007, which will include the United States and Canada.”

Don’t Miss the Glorious Sounds of Soweto Gospel Choir in a City Near You 

January 27-29         Devonshire, Bermuda 
James Center




8:00PM

January 31

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Broward Center




7:30PM

February 1

Tampa, FL


Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center

8:00PM

February 2

Melbourne, FL

Maxwell C. King Ctr. for the Performing Arts
8:00PM

February 3

Jacksonville, FL

Florida Theatre




8:00PM

February 4

Gainesville, FL

University of Florida, Gainesville


8:00PM






Phillips Center for the Performing Arts

February 7&8
Cleveland, MS

Delta State University



7:30PM

February 9

Memphis, TN


Cultural Development Foundation of Memphis
8:00PM

February 10

Nashville, TN


Vanderbilt University



8:00PM






Langford Auditorium

February 11

St. Louis, MO


Edison Theatre




8:00PM

February 13

Columbia, MO

University of Missouri-Columbia


8:00PM






Jesse Hall

February 14

Hesston, KS


Hesston College




8:00PM






Memorial Hall, Bethel College

February 15

Lawrence, KS

University of Kansas




7:30PM






Lied Center

February 17

Midland, MI


Midland Performing Arts Society


8:00PM






Midland Center for the Arts

February 18

South Bend, IN

University of Notre Dame



8:00PM








Leighton Concert Hall

February 19

Ann Arbor, MI

University Musical Society



4:00PM






Hill Auditorium






February 20

Oberlin, OH


Oberlin College




8:00PM






Finney Chapel

February 23

Rexburg, ID


BYU Idaho Performing Arts Series


7:30PM






Hart Auditorium
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February 24

Salt Lake City, UT

University of Utah




8:00PM






Kingsbury Hall

February 25

Boulder, CO


University of Colorado – Boulder


8:00PM






Macky Auditorium

February 26

Beaver Creek, CO

Vilar Center for the Arts



7:30PM

March 1

San Luis Obispo, CA

Christopher Cohan Center



8:00PM

March 3

Los Angeles, CA

USC Spectrum




7:00PM






Bovard Auditorium

March 4

Santa Clarita, CA

College of the Canyons



8:00PM


      

Vital Express Center for the Performing Arts



March 6&7

Scottsdale, AZ

Scottsdale Center for the Arts


7:30PM

March 9

College Station, TX

Texas A&M University



7:30PM






Rudder Theater

March 12

Texarkana, TX

Texarkana Regional Arts & Humanities Council
3:00PM






Perot Theatre 

March 18

Covington, GA

Arts Association in Newton County

8:00PM






Church at Covington

March 19

Augusta, GA


Imperial Theatre




7:00PM

March 20

Charlotte, NC

North Carolina Blumenthal Center 

8:00PM

for the Performing Arts-Belk Theater

March 21

Greenville, SC

Peace Center for the Performing Arts

8:00PM

March 24

Purchase, NY


Purchase College Foundation


8:00PM






The Performing Arts Center

March 25

Philadelphia, PA

University of Pennsylvania



8:00PM






Annenberg Center



March 26

Pittsburgh, PA

Pittsburgh Cultural Trust



7:00PM






Byham Theater

March 28

Charlottesville, VA

Paramount Theater




8:00PM

March 30

Baltimore, MD

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra


8:00PM

Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall

March 31

Lewisburg, PA

Bucknell University




8:00PM

April 1


New York, NY

Town Hall 





4 & 8 PM 

April 2


New York, NY

Carnegie Hall Family Series


1:00PM

April 4


Princeton, NJ

McCarter Theatre




8:00PM

April 6


Providence, RI

Rhode Island College Performing Arts Series
8:00PM








Auditorium in Roberts Hall

April 7


Boston, MA


Celebrity Series of Boston



8:00PM






Symphony Hall

April 8


West Point, NY

Eisenhower Hall




8:00PM

April 9


Newark, NJ


New Jersey Performing Arts Center

3:00PM

Prudential Hall


For more information on Soweto Gospel Choir, please contact Monifa Brown 

(973) 579-7763 EXT 26/mbrown@shanachie.com

