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“Meticulous and unstoppable …spirited and spectacular”

New York Times (07/02/05)

SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR 
‘BLESSED’ 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL TOUR JULY / AUGUST 2005

TICKETS ON SALE JUNE 

In February 2003 the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR, an awe-inspiring vocal ensemble direct from South Africa, began their first international tour in Australia, where they performed to full houses, standing ovations and rave reviews. Now, in 2005, following sold out tours in America, UK, Europe and Asia, the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR have announced they are returning to Australia with the new ‘Blessed’ tour, during July and August 2005. 

Coinciding with the Australian launch of their second CD ‘Blessed’, the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR will perform an inspirational repertoire of tribal, traditional and popular African gospel, uplifting songs written by the Choir and, unique arrangements of international favourite songs. Tickets for the Australian ‘Blessed’ tour go on sale in June. 

Under the direction of the notable choirmaster David Mulovhedzi and South African Director and Executive Producer Beverly Bryer, the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR, draws on the best talent from the many churches and communities in and around Soweto, South Africa. Performing in eight different languages, including English, Xhosa, Zulu and Sotho, the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR’s earthy rhythms, rich harmonies, a capella and charismatic performances combine to uplift the soul and celebrate the spirit of South Africa. 

Since their first international performances in Australia two years ago, including a sold-out Sydney Opera House, the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR has become a worldwide phenomenon. 

In 2003, the choir performed onstage with Bono, Anastasia, Queen, Peter Gabriel, Cat Stevens and Annie Lennox at 46664: The Concert, Nelson Mandela’s Aids Fundraising concert, in front of an audience of 40,000 and a global television broadcast that reached hundreds of millions. The choir won the Best Gospel Choir Award at the 2003 American Gospel Music Awards and also The Helpmann Award in Australia for Best Contemporary Concert Presentation in 2003. During 2004 the choir completed a highly successful five-week tour of the United Kingdom that included a return to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival where they were the top-selling act. And already this year, the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR has performed to a sell-out 39-concert tour of North America and topped the US Billboard World Music Chart.

The SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR’s mission is to showcase its talent around the world and, to give back to society as a thank you for the wonderful opportunities members of the choir have themselves been given since they formed in 2002. Last year the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR set up its own charity foundation in association with Nkosi’s Haven, called Nkosi’s Haven / Vukani (meaning to arise, do something!), named after late AIDS activist and 12 year old hero, Nkosi Johnson. Following each performance, the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR kindly ask patrons to donate to the charity through which funds are raised for AIDS Orphans establishments which receive no government or private funding. During the 2004 Edinburgh Festival and UK tour, the Choir raised over £27,000 for Nkosi’s Haven / Vukani. 

The Australian ‘Blessed’ tour will see the SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR perform in QLD (Townsville, Mackay, Rockhampton, Maryborough, Brisbane, Toowoomba, Gold Coast), NSW (Tamworth, Newcastle, Sydney, Castle Hill), ACT (Canberra), VIC (Frankston, Melbourne), SA (Adelaide) and WA (Perth, Bunbury).

New album ‘Blessed’ in-store July 18. ‘Voices from Heaven’ also available at ABC Centres and Music Retailers. 
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For images and further information got to www.sowetogospelchoir.com

TOUR DATES AND BOOKING DETAILS

Friday 29 July 

Townsville, Townsville Civic Theatre


Bookings: 07 4727 9013

Sunday 31 July

Mackay, Mackay Entertainment Centre

Bookings: 07 4957 1777

Monday 1 August 

Rockhampton, Pilbeam Theatre

Bookings: 07 4927 4111

Tuesday 2 August

Maryborough, Brolga Theatre

Bookings: 07 4122 6066

Wednesday 3 & Thursday 4 August 

Brisbane, Lyric Theatre, QPAC

Bookings: 136 246 (QTIX)

Friday 5 August

Toowoomba, Empire Theatre

Bookings: 1300 655 299

Saturday 6 August

Gold Coast, Gold Coast Arts Centre

Bookings: 07 5588 4000

Tuesday 9 August

Tamworth, Tamworth Town Hall

Bookings: 02 6755 4300

Wednesday 10 August

Newcastle, Newcastle Civic Theatre

Bookings: 02 4929 1977

Thursday 11 & Friday 12 August

Sydney, Sydney Opera House

Bookings: 02 9250 7777

Saturday 13 August

Castle Hill, The Hills Centre

Bookings: 02 9899 3433

Tuesday 16 August

Canberra, Llewellyn Hall

Bookings: 02 6125 5491

Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 August 

Frankston , Frankston Arts Centre

Bookings: 03 9784 1060

Friday 19 & Saturday 20 August

Melbourne, Hamer Hall

Bookings: 1300 136 166

Tuesday 23 & Wednesday 24 August

Adelaide, Adelaide Town Hall

Bookings: 131 246

Thursday 25 – Sunday 28 August

Perth, His Majesty’s Theatre

Bookings: 08 9484 1133

Tuesday 30 & Wednesday 31 August

Bunbury, Bunbury Entertainment Centre

Bookings: 08 9791 1133

What they’re saying about Soweto Gospel Choir

“Meticulous and unstoppable …spirited and spectacular”

New York Times (07/02/05)

“hearing the full choir hamonize sounded less like a couple dozen people

 singing together and more like a pipe organ roaring to life”

Atlanta Journal (03/02/05)
“The Soweto Gospel Choir is truly inspirational, but that’s not the reason

 they deserve five stars.  Those are simply for a flawless performance”

***** The Scotsman (13/08/04)

“If only my shares rose like the goosebumps on my arms when I heard

the Soweto Gospel Choir – I’d be rich faster than you can say sing”

The Birmingham News, UK (14/10/04)

“Message to anyone who left The Marlowe unmoved

 on Monday night.  See a doctor.  You need help!”

Kentish Express Hythe & Romney Marsh, UK (14/10/04)

 “A concert that dares you not to return the participants’ smiles”

 **** The Herald, Scotland (11/08/03) 

“Nothing can really prepare you for the riot of exuberance and depth of emotion”

**** The Scotsman (06/08/03)

 

“You don’t have to be a believer to be inspired”
***** Sunday Herald, Scotland (10/08/03)

  

“the stage erupted in a fiery frenzy that echoed down centuries of vital culture”

 Courier Mail, Brisbane (10/3/03)

“Sheer jubilation…earthy and unrestrained…the rhythm of life”  

Herald Sun, Melbourne (25/2/03)
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